


Genealogy 
on the Cheap 



Why Genealogy? 

• It would be nice to know 

• It would be nice for the kids 

• I would like to know more about _________ 

• To preserve family traditions for future 
generations 

• To learn or preserve cultural or ethnic history 

• Knowing family medical history may help in 
the battle against genetic disease or defects 



• To qualify for a lineage or heritage society  

• To qualify for enrollment into  a Native 
America tribe 

• To write and publish your family history 

• To discover that unique fact or solve a family 
puzzle 

• To verify family lore 

 

 



Where Do I Begin 

• Start with yourself, the add what you know 
about your parents, grandparents 

 - full name 

 - date and place of birth 

 -date and place of marriage 

 - names of children 

 -date and place of death 

• Record what you already know 

 

 



• Review family records at home 

• Talk to relatives 

• Record everything, even if you don’t think you 
will need it 

• Always document when and where you 
obtained the information 

• Get photocopies if possible; Take pictures 

• Use charts 

 



Tips 
• Talk to your relatives 

• Cite your sources; make photocopies of everything 
and take pictures 

• Question all information 

• Information found on the internet must be verified 

• Family legends must be questioned 

• You’re probable not descended from royalty or 
related to some famous 

• Try multiple spellings of your surname 

• Dig deeper, go past names and dates 

• Beware of generic family history 

 



What am I looking for? 

 

Recorded evidence of the existence of a person 
(related to them or not), and facts about the 
person and that person’s relationship(s) with 
others. 



Organization 

• Organize your files and records from the 
beginning – Start organized and stay organized 

– Notebooks 

– File Folders 

– Electronic 

• Store originals separate from your working 
files 

• Use charts 



Talk is Cheap 



In 1980 a 3 minute call on the weekend cost 
about a $1 (or about $2.40 in today's dollars) 

 
• Today most cell phones have nationwide 

calling 

• Cheaper: VOIP 

• Cheaper: Skype or Google Hangouts 

• Have you looked at gasoline prices the last 
couple of weeks, go visit a relative and talk 
genealogy (September 2015) 

 



Keeping Notes 
Can Be Cheap 



• Pencil and Paper – Okay 

• Do you have a computer, tablet or smart 
phone that travels with you, then consider 
Evernote, Microsoft OneNote, Google Keep 

• Use your cell phone’s features such as voice 
recording and camera 

 

 



Cheap 
Genealogy 

Forms 





Learning Genealogy, 
also cheap, 
as in Free 











Genealogy 
Software 

Cheap 
 











Lists of Free Family 
History Websites 

(not blogs but sites with data) 

















Free Genealogy 
Websites 













































































Do not Limit your 
Search to the Internet 

• Court Houses 

• Cemeteries 

• Vital Records 

• Family History Centers 

• Public Libraries 

• Local Genealogical and Historical Societies 






