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ENROLLMENT RECORDS 

From time to time, the government tried to create an authoritative list of members of 
a tribe so they could deal with members of that tribe in an official way. This process 
was called “enrollment.” Today, tribes are responsible for their own enrollment 
policies and procedures, but government enrollment records can be another useful 
source for researching American Indian ancestry because they can provide names, 
dates, places, tribal affiliations, and family relationships.

Dawes Commission Records

The General Allotment Act, or Dawes Act, of 1887 included a plan to parcel out 
formerly communal tribal lands and allot them to individual tribal members. In 
1893, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, chaired by Henry Dawes, was 
established to convince the leaders of the Civilized Tribes to accept allotment.  The 
Dawes Commission began accepting applications for tribal citizenship, or enrollment, 
in 1896, though this initial enrollment was annulled and the process started again in 
1898. In 1907 the tribal membership rolls were finalized. However, under a 1914 act, 
an additional 312 individuals were enrolled.

More than 300,000 applications for enrollment were received, and nearly two-thirds 
of them were denied. If approved, the applicant qualified to receive 160 acres for 
farming, 80 acres for raising cattle, 40 acres to live on, or a cash payment.

Records related to the Dawes Commission include applications, records related to 
the invalidated early roll, land allotments, and enrollment cards. Application packets 
vary in size and scope but typically include an affidavit from the applicant and 
supporting documentation that proved his or her eligibility for tribal membership. 
You can learn more about the Dawes records on NARA’s Dawes Records pages.
 

Enrollment record.

Enrollment records  
typically contain:
• Name of tribe and date of validity
• Roll number (unique number 

assigned to each individual)
• Name (including given name, birth 

name, and married name)
• Date of death (if applicable)
• Probate number (if applicable)
• Blood degree 
• Names of both parents
• Blood degree of both parents
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Other Enrollment Records Related to the Five Civilized Tribes

Two other sets of enrollment records important to Cherokee research are the Guion 
Miller Roll and the Baker Roll records. Both relate to the Eastern Band of North 
Carolina Cherokee. These were Cherokee who avoided removal to the west. 

In 1906, the U.S. Court of Claims appointed Guion Miller from the Interior 
Department to determine who was eligible for funds under treaties of 1835-36 and 
1845 between the United States and the Eastern Cherokee. Records include an 
estimated 90,000 individual applicants from throughout North America. 
	
The Baker Roll was the final roll compiled for determining membership in the 
Eastern Band. Along with the roll itself are applications for tribal membership, 
correspondence, transcripts of testimony, and copies of decisions and findings by 
the Enrolling Commission.

Land Allotments 

One of the outcomes of the Dawes Commission was the allotment of land to 
approved individuals, including minor children. Records can include names, family 
relationships, tribal affiliations, descriptions of land, and other details. You’ll find 
Oklahoma, Land Allotments for Five Civilized Tribes, 1884-1934, on Ancestry. 

Other Records

Don’t stop your search at census and enrollment records. Below are some other 
record types that may mention your American Indian ancestors. Some of them you 
can find at various National Archives research facilities. Others may be found at a 
state or local level:

•	Indian removal records
•	Indian school records
•	will and probate records
•	land claims
•	church records
•	vital records (primarily 20th century)
•	Bureau of Indian Affairs Records
•	military records 
•	employment records 

Land allotment.

http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60555
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2398
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=3999
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/school-records.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/bia.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/military.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/employment-records.html
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DNA

AncestryDNA is one of the newest tools available to explore your American Indian 
heritage. AncestryDNA is an autosomal DNA test that looks across the entire spec-
trum of your family tree, on both the maternal and paternal side. DNA test results 
will not identify a relationship to a particular tribe, but they can help you detect 
Native American ancestry in your family’s past. You can learn more about  
AncestryDNA here.

http://dna.ancestry.com/

